cult the cii'cumstances under which contentment is preserved the greater the gain. " I have learnt in whatsoever state. I am therewith to be content" (Phil, iv, 2) . We never really know what our godliness is worth until it has been tested under various states. To be contented in health is one thing, but in sickness quite another. Did not Satan show a deep knowledge of human nature in reserving until the last the sore disease with which he was allowed to afflict Job ? Job proved faithful throughout the whole of his fiery trials; but it is easy to see that the earlier stages of his tribulation, the loss of servants, property, even children, aroused no such terrible temptation to discontent as the plague in the flesh. " Only put forth Thine hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee to Thy face" (Job ii, 5). Alas! how many of us have found it so. We have sustained other losses with tolerable equanimity, bereavements of relations or of friends very dear to us; or pecuniary embarrassments have been made the best of without much complaining. But, at last, when the very flesh has been touched, we have found ourselves, if not quite cursing our lot, murmuring, complaining, and embittered in spirit as we never were before. How ashamed
